

ACTION REPORT for February, 2009

BENEFITS
DELTA DENTAL: If you are a subscriber to Delta Dental and have dependent college age children on your policy, know the following: Dependent children who are not enrolled in college reach the maximum age for coverage the month they turn 19, however full time college students are covered up to the month they turn 23. Some subscribers have received letters informing them they must have their dependent removed from coverage. The letter is misleading. Send Delta Dental copies of your student’s full time course schedule, making certain the name of the college is shown. Be sure to include your group number, subscriber number (or Social Security number), and the name of the dependent. Attach all to the letter you received from Delta Dental. This information may be mailed or faxed (540-725-3880). Confirm Delta’s receipt of this information. Dial (1-800-237-6060). 
Did you know? Mileage to and from medical treatments are eligible for Flex spending reimbursement at .24 cents a mile! This is new for 2009. Keep this in mind for next year’s tax deductions.
RETIREMENT SEMINAR 

Mark your calendars for the AEA-sponsored Retirement Seminar on Thursday, April 2nd, 4:00-7:00 PM in the Kenmore Middle School Black Box Theatre. Representatives from the Virginia Retirement System (VRS) and Arlington Schools will inform you about retirement and retirement planning. This seminar is useful for those planning an immediate retirement or those planning for future retirement. Young or old this Seminar is for you! The Retirement Seminar is open to ALL employees, however space is limited. E-mail AEA at tdaniel@aeava.org, or call AEA 703-379-1650 and make your required reservation today.

AEA IN THE COMMUNITY: READ ACROSS AMERICA BOOK DRIVE 

Monday, March 2nd is Read Across America Day. In recognition of this auspicious event, AEA members (and non members) are invited to donate gently used books for children and adults. Books donated for adults will go to Friends of the Arlington Public Libraries whose book fairs support Arlington’s libraries. Children’s book donations will go to the Arlington County Detention Center Library where inmates record children’s books so their children can enjoy reading and hear the voices of their incarcerated parents. What a great way to support children, reading, and the Arlington community! AEA will accept your donations throughout the months of February and March. Bring your donations to the March 9 Delegate Assembly or send or bring your donations to AEA at 5691 Columbia Pike #100 Falls Church, VA 22041. Read to a child on Read Across America Day. AEA President Shelley Jennings is looking forward to reading to Patrick Henry Elementary School students. Many thanks to Principal Piehota for the invitation!
YOUR TAXES
1. Don’t forget to collect your receipts for unreimbursed out-of-pocket expenses for your 2008 income tax return.

Your AEA DUES may be eligible for a partial deduction on your income taxes. Your calendar year payroll dues deductions for tax purposes are: T-Scale full time $623.63; ESP Full-time $322.48.  If you are a half-time employee divide the relevant dues in half. Consult your tax advisor for specific advice.
2009-10 SCHOOL CALENDAR
The 2009-2010 School Calendar Draft and Survey are posted on the APS website.  Don’t miss this opportunity to provide input before the final calendar is approved by the APS School Board! The deadline for submitting the survey is Friday, February 20. 
CAREER ADVANCEMENT PLACEMENT (CAP)

The CAP program rewards T-Scale employees who demonstrate and document high quality professional practice and leadership excellence that cultivates student achievement. T-Scale employees who successfully complete a CAP Portfolio (including National Board Certification) reap professional and financial benefits. The application deadline for the 09-10 school year is April 15, 2009. Contact Teacher Evaluation Specialist Kate Sydney at extension 2112 or 
mailto:KSydney@arlington.k12.va.us
GET INVOLVED!

VEA CONVENTION:
AEA is allowed 51 delegates (including the president), for the Virginia Education Association (VEA) Convention, which takes place in Hampton, Virginia, April 23-25th. We currently have 14 delegates. Attending the convention is a great way to learn about the work of VEA and education matters that concern every member at every scale. The first to respond will be registered to attend. Professional leave and a $300 stipend to offset hotel, transportation and meals is provided. ACT NOW. The deadline for housing reservations is Monday, March 9th. Email only to page@aeava.org. Nominations via telephone are not accepted. 
NEA CONVENTION:
The National Education Association (NEA) Convention will take place July 1-7th in San Diego, California. AEA has a full roster of candidates for delegate; however self-nominations for alternates will be accepted until Friday, February 27th. Elections will be held the week of March 9th through March 13th. A $1,200 stipend is provided to offset airfare, hotel, and meals. To self nominate, email pagea@aeava.org.   Nominations by telephone are not accepted.   
BLACK HISTORY & WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTHS
The VEA Fitz Turner Commission has available copies of the teaching guides, “Celebrating African-American Heritage, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Celebrating 50 Years of Brown v. Board Education-May 17, 1954”. Celebrate Black History all year round. Black History is American History.
The VEA Minority & Women’s Concerns Committee has available copies of the teaching guide, “Celebrate Women’s History Month.” Copies are available upon request. To request all afore-mentioned publications, call VEA at 1-800-552-9554, ext. 334 or 335.  Women’s History is American History.
NEWS FROM OUR AEA MEMBERS
AEA member and APS bus driver Larry Whitener’s enjoys working as an Extra in locally filmed movies and television specials. Recently Larry was an extra for three scenes in the Hallmark Production “Loving Leah”, broadcast January 25th, on the CBS television network. Larry will soon be seen in a film produced by “Sex and the City” actress Sarah Jessica Parker. Is Hollywood the next “bus stop” for Larry? 

Send us your news! Email page@aeava.org, or send them through APS mail addressed to “AEA-Action Report”.

AEA ON THE WEB!

Check out our new and improved website @ www.aeava.org! You’ll find essential information for your professional life; and be informed about AEA activities and programs. Watch for information about the APS 09-10 Budget.
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